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Welcome
Being a landlord or a developer is never
going to gain plaudits in the popularity polls.
Northumberland Estates is both, so it is a major
challenge to change public perceptions of the
business, and that reflects upon the Family which
own it.
Recognition of the economic and social benefits
of land management and development are easily
eroded by a natural aversion to change. The
enhancement and maintenance of the heritage
and environment of the Estate is admired, but
not widely acknowledged.
In 2018, encouraged by the Duke and Trustees we
embarked upon a Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiative – aimed at upping our game in
how the business engages with the Communities
it lives and works within.

The intention was to reintroduce the ethos of
‘community’ in all of our business affairs, to
engage more, and to better structure and present
the many initiatives and the support given.
This is the first annual report, in a year which has
been far from normal.
As the momentum and efforts of all our staff were
showing real results, and are commendable, we
have seen a stepping back in activities following
Covid-19 and will need to re-energise in 2021.
However, this is a long-term project, and one
which has engaged many, with a continued
ambition to grow as the business grows too, and
the foundations have been laid.

Colin Barnes
Director - Northumberland Estates
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RNLI
Bike Ride

Northumberland Estates Staff bike ride in aid of the RNLI 2019. Staff raised in excess of £4,000 in sponsorship for this
national charity – Saving Lives at Sea

2

Areas supported by the Community Fund
in the North East
Belford
Wooler
Ellingham
Longhoughton
Boulmer
Alnwick
Lesbury
Warkworth
Amble
Rothbury
Felton
Netherwitton
Morpeth
Prudhoe
Backworth
Shiremoor
North Shields
Newcastle

Key Areas
This report covers the 18-month period to the end of December 2020, being the first year that we have had a dedicated CSR
permanent staff member, a panel of staff representatives from departments across the Estate, an agreed strategy to implement
and an accountable CSR budget for delivering payments.
Our strategy was based around 3 themes which are aligned to the business -providing social benefits to the community also
impacting on people’s daily lives through educational projects in addition to environmental and economic improvements.

Alnwick

Social
Staff engaging with communities.

Environmental
Staff taking part in a litter pick at the Rising Sun Country
Park in North Tyneside.

Newcastle

Economic
Affordable Housing at Townfoot, Lesbury.
Local homes for Local People.

A selection of case studies illustrating some examples of the work undertaken are included on the following pages.
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The Northumberland Log Bank
tackling fuel poverty
Start Date: February 2020

Aim

The Northumberland Log Bank focuses on fuel poverty in the rural north and western areas
of the county by offering ready cut, seasoned logs free of charge, and delivered to the door for
those in need.

This project is the brainchild of Kate Thick who claims fuel poverty is more common than you
might think, particularly in deprived rural areas where a high proportion of household income
is required to achieve an adequate standard of warmth. In such areas traditional housing of the
type lived in by many retired farm workers is commonplace and expensive to heat. With this in
mind she started the first log bank in Northumberland near Wooler.

Project
Outline

Based at Turveylaws Farm, farmer Mark Robson has provided space and facilities free of
charge next to his high tech Particularly Good Potatoes plant. A second log store is also now
open on a farm near Haydon Bridge. Much of the timber received is donated by local farmers
and Estates owners free of charge. It is collected by the volunteers and taken to the storage
depots to be sawn into logs ready for delivery.
Northumberland Estates was able to donate three tonnes of ready cut seasoned hard wood logs
which were delivered to the Log Bank at Wooler. Kindling was also supplied by the Estates
Sawmill.

Social
5

Case Study

Conclusion

Statistics show rural Northumberland to be one of the most deprived areas of the country,
with an above average number of elderly residents claiming benefits. Fuel poverty can have a
detrimental impact on physical health as well as increasing the risk of mental health problems
and negatively impacting children’s education.
The majority of recipients benefiting from the Log Bank were found to be disabled or elderly,
with referrals coming mainly from local Food Banks. This is an innovative project tackling real
need in rural areas.

Log Bank founder Kate Thick and volunteer Alan Phipps
loaded up and ready for deliveries.
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Rising Sun Country Park Extension

The Rising Sun Country Park was extended in 2019 with the addition of 35 hectares of land by
Northumberland Estates as part of a new housing development. The additional land is intended to
enhance the existing recreational facilities and improve the biodiversity of the Park, whilst retaining
key agricultural land already in use.

Holystone Park

A191/Whitley Road

Vehicle exit

A191/Holystone Way

A19

Scaffold Hill
Farm and Stables
Allotments

Vehicle
entrance

Opened: September 2019
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The Meadow Ponds

Duke’s Pond

Scaffold Hill
Farm Stables

When the Rising Sun Country Park Extension and its ponds
were created, Northumberland Estates wished to make this

Visitor car and
coach parking

area a very bio-diverse addition and to involve the local

Scaffold Hill
Quarry

Aim

community as much as possible in its development. As part of

Northumberland Estates owns a significant acreage of land on North Tyneside, much of which
has been developed for housing and retail in recent years. As a gesture of goodwill to the
local community the Estate was able to provide land to extend the existing and very popular
Country Park.

this the Friends of the Rising Sun Country Park were invited

The Rising Sun Countryside Centre

Hadrian Park

to name the new ponds.
It was decided to do this as a community competition and
the winning entry was from a local Wallsend man called
John Baker. It was so important to involve local people in

Swallow Pond

Rising Sun Country Park Extension Walking Trails

known as ‘The Meadow Ponds’. This reflects the location
as being next to the Hay Meadow and both the ponds and

Route 2 - Scaffold Hill Farm Stables
and Duke’s Pond walk. Not suitable for
wheelchair users (approx 1.2 miles)

Hadrian Wood

Route 3 - Country Park Extension. Not
suitable for wheelchair users (approx
1.6 miles)

1. The Rising Sun Countryside Centre

the meadow are important additions to the biodiversity of the
Country Park.

Swallow Field

2. Amphitheatre

Project
Outline

Hadrian Field

Contact Information
3. Viewing Area

Once one of the largest coal mines in Europe, the Rising Sun Country Park has been restored
over several decades, with the latest phase undertaken by Northumberland Estates on a
section of Estate owned land which adjoins the existing Country Park. The project was run in
close collaboration with the Park’s management team and North Tyneside Council.

this process. Thanks to John, these ponds will forever be

Route 1 - The Meadow Ponds and
Eco Hide walk (approx 1.3 miles)

4. Dipping Platform

5. Eco Hide

For enquiries relating to the Rising Sun Country Park Extension please
contact the Northumberland Estates on:
Email:
info@northumberlandestates.co.uk OR a9jpotts@gmail.com
Telephone: 01665 510777
07494334237

For enquiries relating to the existing Rising Sun Country Park please
contact North Tyneside Council on:
Address:

Whitley Road
Benton
NE12 9SS

Telephone: 0191 643 2241
Email:
risingsun@northtyneside.gov.uk

The wider park is open all day everyday of the year. The Rising Sun Countryside
Centre hours may vary.

The original Country Park covered 162 ha (400 acres) of nature reserve with a Countryside
Centre running community and educational events and a popular café. The new extension
adds a further 35 ha (86 acres) of land carefully designed to enhance the existing Park, but with
the addition of new features including a series of ponds and new wetland habitats, an authentic
hay meadow with eco hide, and an amphitheatre. Livestock have been introduced to graze
the new hay meadows with a local farmer spearheading management of the new extension.
A massive tree and hedge planting programme saw over 200 trees, 32,000 hedge plants and
5,500 woodland shrubs added to the site.
A major driver behind the plans was to improve access for pedestrians, cyclists and horse
riders as well as vehicles and this saw the creation of a new one-way traffic system which has
vastly improved safety. New signage and interpretation boards have also been included to
enhance the overall visitor experience.

Park code: Dogs are to be kept on a lead while in the
nature reserve, centre grounds and near the farm.
Dogs are to be kept under control at all times. Dog
bins are sited at all park exits. Please dispose of all
dog waste in the bins provided or take home. Take your
litter home with you. Cyclists and horse riders are to
keep to bridleways and not use the footpaths. There is
no access to the edge of the Swallow Pond. Please do
not remove plants or animals from the Country Park.

Map of the Rising Sun Country Park

Environmental
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Case Study

Conclusion

The Country Park extension was opened on September 24th 2019 by His Grace the Duke of
Northumberland. It has been welcomed by the local community as much valued recreational
space.
The Estate continues to work closely with community groups such as the Friends of Rising
Sun Country Park to improve and manage the site for the community.
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Sharon Wright, owner of Wild with Love
taking advantage of the market stall

Sponsoring the Alnwick Market Stall
Start Date: July 2020

Aim

This project was a Northumberland Estates initiative designed to assist local charities,
community organisations and businesses suffering during the Covid pandemic by offering
the opportunity to take a stall at the Saturday Alnwick market free of charge. This could be
used to showcase or trial new products, raise awareness of services, volunteering and other
opportunities to assist.

First to take advantage of the opportunity was Alnwick based florist Sharon Wright who owns
“Wild with Love”. Sharon took over the business three years ago and has quickly become a
popular and award-winning local florist, specialising in wedding flowers and working with
numerous wedding venues in the North East.

Project
Outline

Economic
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Case Study

However, when Covid 19 hit, business for Sharon dried up virtually overnight as wedding
venues were forced to close. “It was a real blow,” says Sharon “and heart-breaking for all the
couples looking forward to their big day. I had always done other floral commissions and I
enjoy a challenge, so I changed tack, making bouquets for presents, creating dried flower
arrangements and producing other items that I could sell and deliver to fill the gap.”
She was grateful for the opportunity to showcase her wares by taking charge of the
Northumberland Estates sponsored market stall and has since taken a stall of her own on
occasion.

Since July the stall has been taken every week by a wide range of businesses and other
organisations.

Conclusion

These include local charities such as HospiceCare Northumberland and Northumberland
Pride as well as small businesses such as Wild with Love Florists. At the same time
Northumberland Estates has been able to support new market operators Gerauds UK in their
drive to improve the market and turn it into an attraction for the town. It has been agreed that
the funding for the stall be continued until the end of the year.
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Engaging with Schools
VP organised Northumberland Estates first Woodland Walk in Hulne Park for St Paul’s Primary School.
Sixty children aged 7-9 years old plus teachers and parent helpers enjoyed a fun and informative walk through Hulne Park. Clint
Johnson and Tim Bendix shared their extensive knowledge of the trees and wildlife in the Park with lots of interactive activities
taking place during the morning.
Children received stickers and notebooks on completion of the walk which was very much enjoyed by all involved.
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Woodland Walk
in Hulne Park

Funding from Northumberland Estates enables the Country Trust to continue working with their network of host farmers across
England and North Wales.
Country Trust Farm Co-ordinators have built up firm, professional relationships with farmers to host school farm visits. There
is no charge for visits and the only expense for the school is transport. The host farms do not charge for their time and resources
because they believe passionately in the need to inspire and educate children about food, farming, and the management of the
rural landscape.
The Country Trust is a registered charity and does not charge for its time re carrying out all the organisation of the visits,
advising on risk assessments, planning curriculum linked activities and ensuring everything goes smoothly on the day. The
Country Trusts mission is ‘ To bring food, farming and the countryside alive for disadvantaged children, sharing knowledge,
igniting curiosity and broadening horizons.’

Country Trust Farm
Visit Programme
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Wider Estate
Business Initiatives

features, or to improve biodiversity and allow for public access. Although benefiting from some grant funding, the project will receive
significant financial investment by Northumberland Estates. Once complete the woods will contain over 520,000 conifers and 48,000
broadleaf trees.

Conclusion
This is an exciting project which will benefit the local community and the environment. The aim is to encourage local schools to
make use of the woodland as an educational tool and involve them in the planting so they can see the project from the start. Local
public access will also be encouraged in time.

How does Northumberland Estates respond to some of the challenges for the future, in a way that also accords with our CSR
strategy and values?
The following provides three strategic projects which the Estate is developing for the future:

Environmental
Climate change and biodiversity

Improving the Natural Environment
Shieldykes Woodland Planting Scheme
Aim
To plant 660 acres of commercial forestry while also using the woods as an educational tool and offering public access and other
community benefits.

Project Outline
This ambitious new forestry project will see over half a million trees planted on land owned by Northumberland Estates in two
large areas close to Alnwick. Already three years in the planning, the woods have received grant funding approval with planting
commencing autumn 2020. The first phase will be on land at Snipe House Farm, Alnwick with a second phase planned for land at
Shieldykes Farm at Newton on the Moor to follow, completing in Spring 2023.
The design has been created to be not only commercially productive, but with a strong amenity appeal and to also create and enhance
wildlife habitat. As a result, over 20 per cent of the total acreage will be left unplanted, either to protect important habitat and
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Economic

Social

A changing rural economy

Providing good quality and affordable housing

Responding to change in the rural economy
Renewable Energy and Carbon Capture

Building stronger communities
The Kilns, Beadnell

Aim

Aim

The future for many farms will be impacted by the loss of agricultural subsidy post Brexit, which will lead to a reduced rural economy
overall, and some farm businesses will not survive. The Estate is considering a range of tourism, agri-environmental and renewal
energy schemes which will help to off-set economic impacts while contributing to wider objectives of carbon capture and addressing
climate change at a local level.

To build 45 new homes, which will include affordable and family housing.

Project Outline
The Estate has for over two years been
considering the potential to increase
renewable energy in a way that least
impacts on natural landscapes. Access to
the power grid is in major technical issue in
much of rural Northumberland.
As this feasibility work draws to a close,
a scheme is being development for solar
energy to the south of Alnwick which aims
to supply local businesses and the grid.

Conclusion
Investment and new initiatives in the rural
economy will be essential to maintaining
its economic viability.
It is upon this which our natural landscapes
and communities depend.
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Project Outline
Northumberland Estates received Planning Permission in 2019 for development of land in Beadnell, where we have previously
been instrumental in delivering affordable housing in conjunction with Karbon Homes. However, a major problem facing coastal
communities is the loss of permanent homes to holiday accommodation, reducing social cohesion, community and the services on
which they rely.
The Estate commenced development in November 2020 at The Kilns. The scheme properly considers local needs, providing more
affordable units than normally required, restricting all properties
to permanent residency and introducing bungalows suited to
elderly residents. The development will use contractors from
the region and use locally sourced materials such as natural
sandstone.
Rural areas of Northumberland face particular housing
challenges from an ageing population and from holiday home
ownership. We are therefore engaging with a number of
communities, looking at how to address their future needs.

Conclusion
This is an important development which seeks to bring people
and families to live permanently in the village and enhance the
community.
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Organisations Supported

48

Organisations who have received funding

Alnwick Bowling Club
Alnwick Boxing Club
Alnwick Chamber of Trade
Alnwick Christmas Lights
Alnwick RFC Juniors
Alnwick Youth Hostel
Amble Town Council
Bell View
Boulmer Lifeboat
Caroline’s Comet
Community @ NE66
Creighton Hall
Duchess High School
Duchess High School Trust
Duchess School Fruit Trees
Duchess School Project
Friends of Rothbury First School
Gift Bags for Care Homes/Hospice/Macmillan
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Glendale Gateway Trust Foodbank
Grandparents Plus
Happy Faces Prudhoe
Hilltop Animal Sanctuary
Hospicecare
Hounslow Community Food Box
Howick Village Hall
Investing in Alnwick
Lesbury Bridge Wood donation
Log Bank Donation
Longhoughton Community Centre
NE Market Stall
NE Youth
NEED Community Transport
Northumberland Pride
NSPCC Blue Bell Walk Donation
Prudhoe Parish Hall
Rock Cricket Club
Rothbury Wrestling Club
Samaritans
Shiremoor Primary School
Songbook Event
St Mary’s Church Low Newton
The Bay Foodbank North Sheilds
The Country Food Trust
Turnbulls Food4Heroes Deliveries
Warkworth Cricket Club
West End Foodbank Newcastle
Willow Dodds
Womans Workshop
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Organisations Supported

19

Organisations have been directly supported other than/ or
in addition to by financial means

Dementia Friends
Community Action Northumberland
Northumberland CVA
Alnwick Partnership
Macmillan Nurses
Alnwick Medical Group
HospiceCare
HopiceCare Trustees
Splinter Group
Netherwitton Village Hall

Hindmarsh Hall
Ellingham Village Hall
James Spence College
Elderberries
Alnwick Food Bank
The Sun Will Rise Project
Lesbury History Group
Bailiffgate Museum
Aln Valley Railway

4

Schools engaged with

Backworth
Duchess High School

5

Organisations have received proceeds of staff fundraising

North Northumberland HospiceCare
Northumberland Estates Charity of the Year 2020
RNLI
Alnwick & District Food Bank

Total number of Organisations supported from November 2019 to November 2020
19

Shiremoor Primary
St Pauls Primary School

Macmillan
West End Newcastle Food Bank

76
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Covid 19 Response
Aim

Start Date: March 2020

To offer support to our local communities within Northumberland, Tyneside and Hounslow
(in which lies Syon Park) during the lock down phase of the pandemic.

From the start of the Covid 19 pandemic Northumberland Estates was actively looking for ways to lift
morale and support local communities. This was manifested in a variety of ways such as:

Support for
Food Banks

Project
Outline

Financial support
was provided to
Foodbanks in Alnwick,
North Tyneside,
Newcastle West End
and Wooler as all were
experiencing high
levels of demand.
Similar financial
support was given
to the Hounslow
Community FoodBox,
a local Foodbank near
Syon Park.

Conclusion

Gift bags from
the Castle Shop
cheer Carers

Stock from the Castle
Shop was put to good
use with beneficiaries
both the Alnwick and
District Foodbank and
to staff at various care
homes in the Alnwick.

PPE supplies
handed over

Meals for Key
Workers in
Alnwick

All departments at
Northumberland
Estates answered the
call for PPE donations.
In Alnwick these
were collected by the
district nurses who
work throughout
Northumberland.

In partnership with
local butchers and food
retailers, Turnbull’s,
Northumberland
Estates arranged for
and financed regular
deliveries of fresh
ready meals to key
workers in Alnwick
including staff
from HospiceCare,
Macmillan Nurses and
District Nurses.

Flying the Flag
for the NHS
Both Alnwick Castle and Syon House flew the NHS flag in
support of its staff and carers and in March at the weekly
clap for carers Syon House turned blue.

Local District Nurses collecting PPE donated by Northumberland
Estates during the shortage in the early days of the pandemic.

The effects of the pandemic continue to be felt across the whole nation and the
Northumberland Estates Community Fund has been and will continue to priorities
organisations bringing forward innovative initiatives aimed at assisting the local communities
in which we live and operate during this difficult time.
Syon House
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Planning Team Rothbury Development Visit

Backworth School Visit

