
The Meadow Ponds Naming Competition
When the Rising Sun Country Park Extension and its ponds were 
created, Northumberland Estates wished to make this area a 
very bio-diverse addition and to involve the local community 
as much as possible in its development. As part of this the 
Friends of the Rising Sun Country Park were invited to name 
the new ponds.

It was decided to do this as a community competition and 
the winning entry was from a local Wallsend man called John 
Baker. It was so important to involve local people in this 
process. Thanks to John, these ponds will forever be known as 
‘The Meadow Ponds’. This reflects the location as being next 
to the Hay Meadow and both the ponds and the meadow are 
important additions to the biodiversity of the Country Park. 

The Amphitheatre

Our amphitheatre here at the park is a great flexible feature where you can chill out and 
relax, or it can be part of your learning. Use this as the perfect setting for an outdoor 
classroom and learn all about the wildlife on your doorstop at the Rising Sun. 

The Dipping Platform

Ponds and wetlands are a key habitat within the Rising 
Sun Country Park which can support a rich variety of 
species including aquatic and marginal vegetation, 
bird life as well as amphibians and insects. The dipping 
platform provides opportunities for children to get up 
close with the local wildlife and interact with nature.

Please keep to the footpaths around the ponds and 
supervise children at all times. 

1. The Rising Sun Countryside Centre 4. Dipping Platform 5. Eco Hide2. Amphitheatre 3. Viewing Area

The Rising Sun Country Park was extended in 2019 with the addition of 35 hectares 

of land by Northumberland Estates as part of a new housing development. The 

additional land is intended to enhance the existing recreational facilities and improve 

the biodiversity of the Park, whilst retaining key agricultural land already in use.
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Rising Sun Country Park Extension Walking Trails

Route 1 - The Meadow Ponds and Eco Hide walk 
(approx 1.3 miles)

Route 2 - Scaffold Hill Farm Stables and Duke’s Pond 
walk. Not suitable for wheelchair users (approx 1.2 
miles)

Route 3 - Country Park Extension. Not suitable for 
wheelchair users (approx 1.6 miles)

The Rising Sun Countryside Centre

Visitor car and 
coach parking

Scaffold Hill 
Farm and Stables

Allotments

Swallow Pond

ASDA

Hadrian Park

Holystone Park 

A19

A191/Holystone Way

Mill 
Field

The Hay Meadows

Duke’s Pond

A191/Whitley Road

Vehicle 
entrance Wapping Field

Vehicle exit

The Meadow 
Ponds

Scaffold Hill 
Farm Stables

Hadrian Wood

Swallow Field

Hadrian Field

Scaffold Hill 
Quarry

Duke’s Pond and The Meadow Ponds

You can see Dukes Pond is a man-made feature which has established itself as a 
valuable habitat and popular spot amongst visitors to the country park. Dukes Pond 
was created as a retention basin to accommodate surface water runoff from the 
existing housing development at Holystone, just the other side of the A191. The 
surface water from the development runs into a surface water pipe under the road 
and enters the pond, it also accommodates surface water runoff from the A191 
(Holystone Way). 

Once in Dukes Pond this water then connects via a small stream, adjacent to the 
residential properties in Hadrian Park, to the Wallsend Dene burn. This flows into 
the Dene at a controlled rate. 

The pond has established well within the landscape over time and has now created 
a home for many animals such as Mallard Ducks, Swans and Canada Geese, along 
with amphibians such as Frogs, Toads, Great Crested Newts and insects such as 
Dragon flies and Damsel flies. 

This same design principle has been applied to the balancing ponds which form 
a key part of the Country Park Extension. Surface water from the newly built 
adjacent residential development will discharge to The Meadow Ponds. Specific 
measures have been put in place to maintain the quality of the water which enters 
the pond; water flows through connecting swales into the interlinked balancing 
ponds before discharging into the pond and then to the Wallsend Dene. The ponds 
contain marginal and aquatic planting to enhance biodiversity and provide suitable 
habitats for species such as Great Crested Newts. The design of the basins also 
removes contaminants such as sediments, grits and hydrocarbons prior to entering 
the Dene. 

Contact Information 

This area is managed by Northumberland Estates. 
Email: info@northumberlandestates.co.uk

Telephone: 01665 510777

OR

Email: a9jpotts@gmail.com

Telephone: 07494334237



Hay Meadows

The hay meadows to the east of the park which are separated by native hedgerows. They form 
important habitats that provide food for seed-eating birds as well as a nesting habitat for ground 
nesting birds such as Skylark and Lapwing. Some other common bird life you may be able to see 
include Grey Plover, Common Wood-pigeon and Barn Owl. Hedgerows within the hay meadows 
are formed of native species such as Hawthorn, Hazel and Dog rose and provide wildlife corridors 
for species to move between habitats, as well as providing food and shelter for invertebrates, 
mammals and birds. 

During summer the bright and varied colours of the meadows are attractive, some of the species 
you may be able to spot include Common Bent, Meadow Foxtail, Red Fescue, Common Knapweed, 
Meadowsweet, Oxeye Daisy, Ragged Robin, Red Campion and Meadow Vetchling. Public access to 
the hay meadows is restricted in order to protect the vegetation and habitats within them. Fields 
used for grazing are enhanced for habitat value through providing a 4 metre field margin around 
the hedgerow boundaries. Here, wildflower grassland is left to grow longer providing additional 
habitat value for local wildlife. 

The series of ponds beside the hay meadows are designed to provide habitats for amphibious 
species such as toads, frogs and Great Crested Newts, as well as birdlife. There are also key areas 
for agriculture within the park, with Scaffold Hill Farm and the Rising Sun Farm close by.
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Access and Recreation

The extension to the Rising Sun Country Park has been designed to provide a balance between 
habitat provision, agriculture and leisure. Many of the areas in the country park provide valuable 
habitats for local wildlife and therefore access may be restricted in some areas. Please keep to 
footpaths where provided and be mindful of fencing and hedgerows, these are there to define areas 
where there may be livestock and where there are valuable habitats for wildlife. The map shows 
the balance of land within the park which has been designed for recreational access, ecological 
features and agriculture, as well as all the Public Rights of Way and footpaths within the park.  

Please do not litter in the country park, use the bins provided or take your rubbish home with you. 

There are various walking routes throughout the park, some of which may not be suitable for 
wheelchairs, suggested walking routes are shown on the map.

Responsible Dog Walking 

 ․ Do not allow dogs to disturb birds or livestock. Teach your dog to chase and retrieve a toy 
instead of chasing birds. 

 ․ Dogs are to be kept on a lead whilst in the nature reserve, centre ground and near the farm. 

 ․ Keep dogs under control at all times.

 ․ Always clean up after your dog, use the dog bins provided or take home.

Scaffold Hill Mill Farm 
Within the park lies the site of Scaffold Hill Mill Farm, built in 1086 for the 
processing of corn, acquired by the Duke of Northumberland in 1822 and let 
to tenant farmers. Although the farm no longer exists, its history has played 
a role in shaping the park as we know it today. The agricultural land within 
this area of the park was once part of the Scaffold Hill Mill Farm, and was 
most likely used to grow corn that was then processed in the mill. 

Scaffold Hill Mill was leased to a Martin Brown of Haddricks Mill, who ran 
the mill and farm from 1836 until his death. The lease included a wind corn 
mill with one pair of French, one pair of Blue and one pair of Grey stones, 
together with a flour cylinder, shelling mill and proper machinery for driving 
the same, as well as a dwelling house, cottage, barn, byer, stable, hovel, 
pighouses, stackyard and garden.

In 1882 the lease was taken on by Walter Hall of Killingworth Saw Mills 
following the death of Martin Brown. The lease agreement included a 
schedule of buildings, which detailed the following: A farm house containing 
on the ground floor 2 parlours, kitchen, dairy and pantry; 2 bedrooms over 
parlours, 2 servants’ bedrooms over the kitchen and dairy; privy and ash 
pit in yard; pigsty and coal house; a hovel of 2 arches with yard; a byre of 8 
stands; a calf house of 3 hutches; a 4 stall stable; hayhouse; a 3 stall stable; 
a hovel of 2 arches with fold in front; a straw barn and thrashing barn with 
high barn over hovel of 2 arches; machine horse course with granary over; a 
cottage containing on the ground floor living room, pantry and scullery, with 
bedroom above; a turnip house; a cart shed of 4 arches; an old cottage of 2 
rooms with pantry behind; an old shed used for implements and gig.

Martin Brown’s agreement was backed by Robert 
Brown of Cullercoats, and Christopher Nelless, Miller, 
of Tynemouth Mill, who acted as guarantors for the 
payment of the rent of Scaffold Hill Mill to the Duke 
of Northumberland, or face a fine of £260. This was 

common practice for the leasing of land at this time. 

1882 agreement of lease for Walter Hall with schedule of lands and 
buildings for Scaffold Hill Mill

1836 lease agreement with bond of guarantors

Scaffold Hill Mill Farm was built using locally sourced 
stone from the Old Quarry which was located east 
of the farm. When the Old Quarry became disused a 
second quarry called Scaffoldhill Quarry later opened. 
Today Scaffoldhill Quarry is no longer in use either, but 
the site of it is located near the Rising Sun Countryside 
Centre. The quarry has now naturally regenerated and 
contains some of the oldest surviving trees in the park. 
Map of Scaffold Hill Mill leased to Martin Brown

Map of Scaffold Hill Mill leased to Martin Brown 1928 map of Scaffold Hill Mill Farm and the Old Quarry, with Scaffold 
Hill Hospital and Scaffold Hill Quarry

Habitat Creation
There is a wealth of wildlife here at the Rising Sun Country Park, with a range 
of habitats present including woodland, grassland, ponds and wetlands. The 
Country Park Extension has been developed with these existing habitats in 
mind, with enhancements to existing areas and new habitat areas formed.

The area you can see directly in front of you includes a number of undulating 
depressions in the ground, called scrapes, where water can temporarily 
collect, to provide a greater variation of habitat types for wildlife, especially 
amphibious species and wading birds. Just beyond this area you can see the 
A19. The vegetation along this road forms a wildlife corridor formed of native 
shrub and woodland, providing habitats for a number of species. The scrapes 
and surrounding grassland enhances the A19 wildlife corridor and provides 
opportunities for species to move between habitats. A number of species 
can be spotted from here including Fox, Roe Deer, Heron and Lapwing. 

The eco hide is well situated along one of the many accessible footpaths 
within the park, with a great view across the ponds and the hay meadows, 
with opportunities to spot a range of wildlife including Lapwing, Grey Plover 
and Barn Owl. 

The area you can see directly in front of the eco hide has been developed 
to form a series of interlinking ponds which create wetland and marginal 
habitats supporting a number of species including bird vlife, small mammals, 
amphibians and insects. 

Ponds and scrapes within the park provide habitats for a range of animal and plant species

Earth works carried out to create the new habitats within the park, 
including The Meadow Ponds

Eco-hide provides opportunities to spot a range of wildlife across 
The Meadow Ponds and The Hay Meadows

Multi-User Path
Multi-user routes are suitable for walkers, 
cyclists, and equestrians. These paths 
are wide enough for push chairs and 
wheelchairs. You’ll also find rest stops along 
many of these routes

Informal Path
Informal paths may include grass tracks 
or bare earth, and may not be suited to 
everyone
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Contact Information 

This area is managed by Northumberland Estates. 
Email: info@northumberlandestates.co.uk

Telephone: 01665 510777

OR

Email: a9jpotts@gmail.com

Telephone: 07494334237


